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“It is not what we have that will make us a great nation; it is the way in which we use it.”  
Teddy Roosevelt 

 
This summer, the National Park Services agency celebrates a century of commitment to the fifty 
nine national parks that our comprised within this organization. The mission of this public 
treasure is to preserve, maintain and conserve the natural resources of that live within our great 
nation. Fittingly as one of the founding visionaries for our National Parks system, President 
Theodore Roosevelt, is the namesake behind the park located in the badlands of North Dakota. 
 
As I reflect on the aforementioned words of Teddy Roosevelt and consider that at the youthful age 
of 42, is the youngest person in our nation’s history to assume the office of the President, I know 
well that meaningful and profound leadership can arrive at any age. As we determine the faith-
filled value of great leaders, the evidence of history  has proven that such men and women are 
often evaluated in how they confront issues of mercy. In keeping with Pope Francis’ “Year of 
Mercy” theme, we celebrate those leaders who hold true to their values and are guided by the 
measure of dignity that they offer to all living beings. As St. Francis de Sales Catholic School 
students, our young people are challenged to look at themselves as faith-filled leaders and to 
personally reflect if their actions diminish, sustain, or advance the dignity of life. This important 
question is one in which rests at the mantle of our education where the sanctify of all life forms is 
essential to our Christian beliefs.  
 
Looking back over the past few weeks, I have felt great pride in watching our students advance 
the dignity of life. One such example is our 5th grade. They have lead three recent projects that 
truly honors the gift of life. This celebration of dignity began with a school-wide Random Acts of 
Kindness Project. The mission of “Operation Kindness” saw the students place post-it notes on 
the desks of our younger students; place notes on the desks of their teachers; hang quotes and 
positive sayings along the hallway walls; and to leave inspirational notes by the mirrors in the 
restrooms.  These small, yet significant measures have helped our young people learn that when 
we do small, random acts of kindness, we cultivate a sense of joy within our community.  As a 
second project, the 5th grade collected food and cleaning items for the Humane Society as means 
to help care for the 300 dogs that were recently rescued in Wicomico County. And lastly, on April 
22nd, this group of outstanding leaders took part in a riverside clean-up project aimed at reducing 
the waste that fills the Wicomico River. This “Earth Day” project began in their Science class with 
a presentation by Mr. Bill Nelson from the Salisbury University Envionmental Studies 
Department. The seminar presentation and the riverside clean-up project together served as a 
practical application on the meaning of reuse, reduce and recycle as relates to honoring God’s gift 
of our natural environment.  A special note of appreciation to Mr. Nelson, teachers Ms. Rita 
Donson, Mrs. Debbie Traum and our school counselor, Mrs. Theresa Gabbard for their collective 
support and guidance that they provided to the Class of 2019. 
 
This week we pray for the gift of creation that is nurtured by the student leaders of SFdS. 
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